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What Makes Bernice Tick?
It took at least six of us “girls,” as she calls us, to

The “girls,” ages 40s to 70s,
plus an occasional guy or two, are the Kickapoo Valley Reserve
volunteer gardeners. Almost each time we’d arrive at the garden,
we’d find stacks of weeds, about a yard high by five feet wide.
“Bernice has been here!” we’d exclaim in amazement that one
person, in her early 90s, could do that
much work.

keep up with Bernice Schroeder.

In late February this year, Bernice,
now 98, was planting coneflower and
black-eyed susan seeds in starter pots, to
transfer this spring to the property near
the Reserve where her daughter, Kathy,
is building a home she plans to surround
with prairie gardens.
The seeds, and her list of accomplishments, answer the question asked by
many, of what makes Bernice tick.
“We’re here only a short while,” she says.
“I believe everyone, if they can, should be
a contributing member of society. I want
to leave a place better than I found it.”
Bernice and her late husband Harvey
had a prosperous mink farm, where
they raised 10,000 pelts annually, on
property along old Hwy. 131. In the late
sixties, they were among the people whose properties and homes
were condemned by the Corps of Engineers to make way for the
ill-fated dam project. Unlike most, who worked the farms their
families had owned for years, they were ready to move as the mink
industry was beginning to decline.
After the Reserve was built, Bernice said she and Brian Turner
worked to get approval and create a memorial to the families on
the former Star Valley School site. “Everything was gone, but
some plants, mainly peonies, survived,” she recalls. “Where the
mink farm had been, there was one pink peony that my husband’s
father Charlie had planted. One day, Brian said let’s go and pick
up Charlie, so we dug and dug until we found one little plant left.
We planted that along with several other plants we got from other
household locations, in the memorial garden.”

Bernice volunteered 10 years, until two years ago, in the gardens
in front of Reserve headquarters. She also may have had something
to do with placing the families’ names on the Reserve front
exterior wall. “People were interested in putting a memorial to
remember the families,” she says. “I wrote to the governor and said
there should be a memorial along the new Hwy. 131. Then the
names were put on the building, and that
was fine. I do not know if others had that
idea, or if I put it in their heads.”
She also was an avid, and apparently
skilled, hunter. “I hunted deer, and later
turkeys when the hills got too steep, and
I think I reduced the herd considerably,”
she says “The guys seemed to think I was
good. When they’d hear a single shot,
they’d say, ‘That’s Bernice. She shoots
once and gets her deer.’”
The list of Bernice’s accomplishments is
long: Sunday school teacher, La Farge
United Methodist Church; project leader,
Kickapoo Rustlers 4-H Club; member,
United Methodist Women, Star Valley
School Board, Rockton and Viroqua
Eastern Star chapters, Vernon Memorial
Hospital Board of Trustees, Vernon
Memorial Hospital Foundation Board,
Douglas Mental Services Board, Vernon
Hospital Auxiliary, Vernon Area Rehabilitation Center, Bethel
Home Foundation, Vernon County Historical Society and
Historic Temple Theater.
But the accomplishment she said she’s proudest of is raising “a
couple of great kids”– Kathy, semi-retired nurse practitioner, and
Don, retired from international banking.
Asked about her longevity, she answers, “It’s about keeping moving
and having a good attitude toward life. I’ve never held resentments.
It is just terrible how people hold bad feelings, toward their family,
everyone. I don’t know where I go, but I am not going to take
those things with me. I travel light.”
Contributor Joan Kent is a retired journalist who lives in Stark township with
her husband Don and their cats Liza and Misty.
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Friends Events Warm Up Winter!

friends events
Spring Fling
Saturday, April 28
See details on page four.

Tromp & Chomp Trail Run
Saturday, May 12
9 am
8-mile and half-marathon trail run courses,
and a post-race meal of local seasonal foods.
Proceeds benefit the Kickapoo Valley Reserve
Education and Events Program. Volunteers
are needed! Contact KVR at 625-2960 or
kickapoo.reserve@krm.state.wi.us

(above) Julia Buckingham, Nadine
Beezley and Liz Daines share their
talents at the Holiday Happening

Drive the Old Hwy 131 Trail

(below) Winterfest demonstrations of
blacksmithing and falconry, and smiles from the concession stand crew:
Loni Weber, Jean Beck, Maureen Hysel and Janet Kruk

Wednesday, July 4
Noon-4 pm
Open house at the KVR: enjoy a leisurely
drive on Old Hwy 131. One-way traffic from
south to north – to enter, follow Seeleyburg
Rd. to Corps Rd. Stop in for cookies and
lemonade at the Visitor Center.
(above) Creative Communities
Art Experience pottery workshop
with Maureen Karlstad

Rustic Raft Rally and Traditional
Wisdom Celebration
Saturday, July 28
A race in the river with handmade rafts and
other traditional activities will be featured.
Watch for details later this spring.

Dam Challenge
Pasta Supper: Friday, Oct. 5
Race: Saturday, Oct. 6
Over 100 volunteers are needed to support
the race and the Pasta Supper. Mark your
calendar now to be part of this great event.

Annual Photo Contest

This garden needs you!
Join Friends of KVR gardeners as they clean
up the garden for spring. Weather permitting,
work sessions will be held Tuesday, April 10
and April 24, at 5:30 pm. All are welcome...
no experience necessary!

Entries Due Oct. 10
Submit photos of the KVR Sept. 1-Oct. 10 at
the Friends website, www.kickapoofriends.org.
Judges select 12 finalists; vote for your favorite
Nov. 1-26 with People’s Choice winners
announced at the Holiday Happening. Adult
and Youth winners receive a $50 award. Photos
will be shown in the traveling display in 2019.

Appreciation Dinner, Annual Meeting
Saturday, Oct. 27
6-8 pm
Celebrate Friends’ achievements throughout
the year. The evening includes a social hour,
meeting and a home-cooked meal by Joanne
Shird. Please join us for this wonderful opportunity to connect with other Friends members.

Holiday Happening
These songbirds invite you to the Gift Shop! Stop
by anytime the Visitor Center is open to check
out new Spring items. We are always looking for
volunteers to help with ordering, stocking shelves;
contact LeAnne at leannemlsna@gmail.com.

Saturday, Dec. 1
1-8 pm
Cookie walk, local musicians, crafts for sale by
Friends members, silent auction of holiday
arrangements, and a soup and salad meal for
purchase. Photo contest winners announced.
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Celebrate National Poetry Month at the KVR!
This April, Friends of the KVR are happy to
celebrate National Poetry Month with several
activities.

Secondly, Friends are sponsoring an exhibit
“The Old Road – Walking into Beauty” by
local artist, Susan Cushing, and local poet,
Joanne Adragna Shird. The show is a series of
First, we are sponsoring our 3rd Annual
walnut ink drawings and companion poems
Earth Day Poetry Contest for 3-8th graders.
that invite you to share a walk along The Old
Students may write any type of nature themed
Road (the Old 131 Trail) at the center of the
poems and submit them at the Visitor Center
Kickapoo Valley Reserve. The artists feel that
by Friday, April 13. Poets of Merit are selected
walking this ancient pathway connects us to
at each grade level. These poems will be
the human history held here, from earliest
posted on the Friends website and read at the
Ho-Chunk, to settlers, to busy highway, and
Spring Fling on Saturday, April 28, at 4 pm.
now a favorite walking trail for many people.
The show opening is Wednesday,
The Owl
April 18, at 5:30 pm at the Visitor
The owl, as though
Center. Appetizers will be available
in deep contemplation,
and the artists will make brief remarks
perched on the bare branch
so deep into the silence
about the work at 6:15. The show will
he was nearly indiscernible.
run through May 4.
His steady, untiring gaze,
unwavering...distant...
seemed to stem from
time long past...
to reach forward
far into days
yet to come,

Finally, on April 18 at 7 pm, the KVR
will welcome Wisconsin Poet
Laureate, Karla Huston, for a
Driftless Dialogue lecture “Experience
Nature and Poetry Hand in Hand”.
surpassing the finite,
Karla is a lifelong resident of our state
crossing all realms.
Walnut ink painting by
and graduate of West Salem High
– Joanne Adragna Shird
Susan Cushing
School and University of WisconsinOshkosh. She began writing poetry while
2018 – The Year of
teaching creative writing at Neenah High
School. Since then, she has written five
Traditional Wisdom
chapbooks of poetry. Karla enjoys speaking to
the public about the value of poetry and the
Last spring, the Friends Board invited
arts. Be sure to come early for refreshments
members to submit ideas for small grants to
at 6:30!
add programs and activities at the KVR.

Janet Kruk submitted the idea to have a Year
of Traditional Wisdom, a celebration and
exploration of the past with many of the
Reserve’s regular activities interpreted with a
view to the past.

If you attended Winter Fest last January, you
may have noticed how this was applied to all
activities that day. School groups built
outdoor shelters. Signs gave background
historical information on all the activities of
the day. Basket weaving, rope making, and
flint knapping demonstrations were
presented. And our annual snow sculpture
was a mammoth!
Save Saturday, July 28, for a Rustic Raft
Rally and a full day of traditional activities
including a craft show and feast. Check the
KVR Facebook page and the Friends website
for more details this summer.

welcome new members
The Friends Board is happy to report a
record high for memberships in 2017!

A big thank you to all renewing members in 2018
and a warm welcome to the following new
members (Sept. 2017-Feb. 2018) !

Rob Danielson & Terese Agnew
Neil & Mary Bard
Sarah Mayer & Scott Champion
Erik Peterson & Caley Jones
Sarah Chapman
Marcy & Mike Donskey
Mae Farris
Linda Gambrell
Joel & Chris Gough
Brenda & Jack Hill
Kathy Hoffland
Holly Hysel
Niels & Elizabeth Jensen
Aaron Larson
Kathryn Lewandowski & Peter Lawrence
Debra Lee
Susan & Chris Offutt
Jim & Anne Orso
Harry & Sylvia Peterson
Susan Stump & Frank Rasch
Jonathan Ringdahl
Jessica Rizzolo
Mary & Dave Russell
Wayne & Christine Sage
Leeta Russell &Thomas Schleich
Koletta Steinmetz
James & Sharon Stroh
Scott & Joan Taubel
George Wilbur
Ole & Sherri Yttri
Jill Zohimsky

Congratulations, 2017 Photo Contest Winners!
The Friends of the KVR appreciate all who entered and
voted in the 2017 Annual Photography Contest. To
schedule the traveling digital picture frame highlighting
contest entries from the past two years in your town,
contact julievhoel@icloud.com.

Joan Rohlf displays photo of Adult Division Winner, Linda
Erbs,“Spring Blooms: Hepatica!”

Youth Division Winner, Amanda Peterson,
“Through the Trees”
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Spring Fling is Saturday, April 28!
Friends of KVR and the Richland Center Sister City Project
invite you to welcome the season at another Spring Fling at
Kickapoo Valley Reserve. This shared fundraiser is free and open
to the public and will feature many of your favorite activities
including nature hikes, llamas, hula hoop workshop, history hike,
and a fly casting demonstration. The Poets of Merit from the KVR
Earth Day Poetry Contest will read their poems and the Sister
City Project will give an update on their activities.

Enjoy a fabulous meal of grilled hamburgers and brats and a huge
spread of homemade salads and desserts from 4:30-6:30. The fee is
$10 for adults, $5 for children 6-12 and free for children under 6.
Pianist and singer Steve Hall will provide music during the meal.
The evening will conclude with a talk, “The Call of the Frog” at
7 pm and stargazing at 8 pm. KVR astro-educators will have a
telescope and binoculars for viewing the moon, Venus and other
highlights of the spring sky.

New activities include a family canoe paddle on Schroeder Pond.
This small pond is the perfect place to learn or brush up on your
skills before you go out on the river. Canoes, life jackets and
paddles as well as a friendly instructor will be available. There will
also be a display on saving seeds, growing heirloom crops and the
traditional practices of preparing for the next harvest. Bring seeds
to swap and take home some new varieties.

Steve Hall entertains and Friends
enjoy the buffet supper at Spring
Fling 2017

kickapoofriends.org
(608) 625-2960
Friends of the Kickapoo Valley Reserve
S3661 State Hwy 131
La Farge, WI 54639

Friends Connection

The annual Silent Auction will be held from 3-6:30. You will also
want to buy raffle tickets for a chance to win a bike, binoculars, or
a Nicaraguan hammock. Tickets are available from KVR Friends,
at KVR or from a Sister City Project participant. Visit the KVR
website for a full schedule of activities.

