
Someone asked Paul if he could build a 
wood stove. He did and that tapped into 
requests for more stoves. Kickapoo Stove 
Works began and Marcia was the treasurer 
from 1973-1983. In 1983 Marcia’s next 
job was working for the Medical Clinic 
in La Farge. The staff consisted of Dr. 
DeLine, a lab tech and Marcia. The Clinic 
grew fast and Marcia went from typing 
letters, being receptionist and helping 
with many tasks to doing bookkeeping, 
billing and managing schedules. She 
worked at the Clinic for 32 years, retiring 
in 2015. 

Marcia lived and worked in the area for 
25 years before the federal government 
directed the Army Corps of Engineers to 
transfer the Reserve land to the Bureau 

of Indian Affairs and the state of Wisconsin in 1996. Once the 
Kickapoo Valley Reserve began and volunteers were needed, she 
volunteered many years for events like the Dam Challenge, Tromp 
and Chomp, and Holiday Happening. “The Reserve is a won-
derful thing,” she says. “We live in a paradise and have this gem 
available for recreating.”

Once Marcia has mentored the next treasurer, she will have more 
time for knitting, going to her granddaughter’s volleyball games, 
playing cards and bingo, and learning Mahjong. There will be 
time to travel and continue annual trips to Maine and Mexico. 
And, she promises that we will see her volunteering at KVR events.

Deb Tryggestad is a retired librarian living in Dell and a Friends board 
member.

Marcia Bader has been a Friends Board 
member since 2017, and became treasurer 
in 2018 when Gina Rae was doing the 
books. This was an easy beginning, just 
keeping the checkbook and doing deposits. 
Then when Gina left, Marcia took on the 
books too. Still, not difficult for Marcia 
who has a background in bookkeeping. 
The workload increased dramatically when 
fundraising for the Discovery Center and 
the Forest school buildings began. But as 
Marcia says, she was good at finances and 
liked doing it and it served the Reserve. 

This year Marcia’s term on the Friends 
Board is up. She has faithfully shepherded 
the funds for these major projects through 
to their completion. She looks forward  
to helping a new treasurer learn the book-
keeping system and plans to enjoy volunteering at KVR events.

Volunteering at KVR events is how Marcia and her husband, 
Paul began supporting the Kickapoo Valley Reserve when it 
was created. Marcia, a Chicago native, met Paul through  
mutual friends when they invited her to accompany them on 
trips to visit Paul who’d moved to the Kickapoo Valley in 1970. 

Love led Marcia to marry Paul 
and move here in 1971, early in 
the influx of new people settling 
in the area in the 1970s. Not 
many employment opportunities 
existed so the key to staying was 
to find a way to make a living. 
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Marcia Bader: Keeping the Numbers Straight 

“The Reserve is a  
wonderful thing.  
We live in a paradise 
and have this gem 
available for  
recreating.”

coming up! • Pasta Supper Friday, Oct. 6, 5-8 pm  See page 6 for more information. 

• Dam Challenge Saturday, Oct. 7  Volunteers are needed; contact the Reserve.

• Photo Contest deadline Friday, Oct.13, 5 pm  See page 5 for more information.  

• Annual Meeting Tuesday, Oct.17, 5pm  See page 3 for more information.

• Holiday Happening Saturday, Dec. 2 

• Winter Festival  Saturday, Jan. 13, 2024
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Play and Work Play Nicely Together 

Volunteer Appreciation Dinner clockwise, from left: 
Sharon Meissner and Randall Juenemann; Julie Hoel, Tom Lukens, 
Joan Peterson, John Hoffman, Margaret Farley; Brad Steinmetz; 
Sheila Johnson and Carolyn Steinmetz; Barb Sydnor  

Garden Tour  
Volunteers from 
top: Karen Theis; Peter 
Schmidt and Deb  
Tryggestad; Joan Kent and 
Kim Wahl; Louise Muller; 
Tom Miron; Diana and 
Larry Forkash

Volunteer Gardeners top left: Peggy Pasker and Louise Muller; top right: Sharon Meissner 
below, from left: Sheila Johnson, Joan Kent, Louise Muller, Pat Fisher, Jan Gremban, Barb Sarnowski, Julie 
Hoel, Barb Monroe and Jean Beck enjoy dinner afterwards on the deck



The KVR Friends Board will induct three 
new members at an Oct. 17 meeting, 
replacing Beth Unger, Deb Tryggestad, 
and Marcia Bader whose terms expire  
Jan. 1, 2024.

Friends members are welcome to attend: 
5 pm at KVR headquarters. 

3

board candidates

Nominees for three-year terms on the Friends of 
the Reserve Board:

Harvey Potter was raised in 
LaFarge, graduated from 
UW-LaCrosse, served 2 years 
in the Army and spent most 
of his career in the State 
Controller’s Office where he 

audited state agencies for compliance with 
budgetary and administrative rules. He is 
moving home to LaFarge after a few years in 
Iowa. Harvey loves hiking the trails on the 
Reserve and looks forward to helping 
promote and protect the beauty of the KVR.

Erin Stiverson and her family 
spent summers hiking around 
Vernon County and moved 
full-time to Viola in 2021; 
they have since made many 
wonderful memories on the 

KVR. Erin is a Technical writer with develop-
ment and event planning experience, and 
would love the opportunity to help support 
the KVR while continuing to learn environ-
mental stewardship practices.

Margaret Tingley Farley 
believes being a part of the 
KVR is important, whether it’s 
attending a talk or working in 
the woods. Many parts of her 
past have come together to 

be of service at the KVR: silviculture studies, 
agriculture coursework, master gardener, 
having had a farm. “We have a unique gift 
with these thousands of acres of land and it 
all needs care.” 

New Director  
Search Underway
The KVR is conducting a search for a new 
executive director, following the resignation 
of Lynn Kronschnabel  at the end of June. 

Applications were accepted through Sept. 1, 
and the Management Board hopes to 
conduct interviews in September with the 
goal of hiring by the end of October.  

The current search is the second since 
Marcy West’s resignation in May of 2021, 
after serving as executive director for 24 
years. Scott Walter served in the position 
from July, 2021 through the fall of 2022. 

Kickapoo Valley Forest School Update
KVFS wrapped up the 22/23 school year 
with a fun event called Snails on Trails where 
families and community met to walk, bike, 
scooter, and stroller the Old 131 trail togeth-
er. It was a beautiful morning of connection! 
Over the summer we met again for the La 
Farge 4th of July parade where several KVFS 
students, parents and staff “marched” to 
show our school spirit alongside our fellow 
community members.

And now as summer comes to an end KVFS 
is busy getting ready to welcome new and 
returning families and staff. This year our 
school will expand to include second grade, 
achieving our charter grant goal of  
establishing an early childhood forest school 
for grades 4K-2nd grade, with a student 

body of about 64 students. We are looking 
forward to a beautiful year full of play,  
exploration and connection with nature. 
Some fun KVFS community events are 
planned and we hope you’ll join us! Mark 
your calendars for the first annual Harvest 
Soup Supper and Square Dance, to be held 
at the La Farge Community Center on 
October 21st. You won’t want to miss the 
popular Heart of Winter pancake breakfast 
event held at the KVR Visitor Center on 
February 11th and the 2nd Annual Snails on 
Trails event on May 19th.

If you’d like to learn more about KVFS and 
our forest school model check out our website 
at www.kickapoovalleyforestschool.org or 
email kvfs@lafarge.k12.wi.us. 

Jonel Kiesau, Leadership and Planning  
Coordinator, Kickapoo Valley Forest School

The Friends 15th Annual Photo Contest and 
Show is accepting entries through 5 pm Oct. 
13. Submit up to three favorite photos taken in 

the KVR to the Friends’ website, www.kickapoofriends.org. 
Judges select 12 finalists; vote for your favorite during 
November. Then come to Holiday Happening Dec. 2 to 
find out the winners.

Take Your Best 
Shot and Enter the 
Photo Contest!
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A Beautiful Day for a Garden Walk
The 2023 Garden Walk was held July 15. Thanks go to the gardeners in Viroqua 
who shared their diverse and lovely gardens. Thanks also to the Friends volun-
teers who greeted visitors and sold tickets on-site.

Folks came from La Crosse, Richland Center, Hillsboro, Seneca, Eastman, 
Genoa, Rockland, Texas, California, Westby, Darlington, Virginia, Washington 
D.C., Cashton, Minneapolis, Hudson, Sparta, Readstown, Chicago, Georgia, 
Wonewoc, La Farge, Soldiers Grove, Onalaska, and Chaseburg. The total 
number of visitors was 116.

$1750 was raised to support the KVR’s events, education programs, and special 
projects. Consider attending next year’s Garden Walk – the beauty of the 
flowers, conversations with each gardener, and knowledge shared are inspiring.

clockwise from top right: Skrupky-Bennet garden; 
volunteer Lisa Larson; Driscoll garden; Orban-Hill 
garden; Tom Lukens; Jackson-Sullivan garden; 
Anderson garden. 
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welcome new members

Jerri Lynn Foster
Susan Holmes
Jennifer Johnson
Brittany Martin
Melissa Nagel

Thank you to all new and renewing  
Friends of KVR members! 

(New members April-August 2023)

5

All Things Natural, Learning Together

Learning about butterflies on a plant walk, 
or birds on a frog walk, or flowers on a bird 
hike is all part of the plan according to Ben 
Johnston. “All things natural are discussed.” 
Adds Cathy Chybowski, “and everyone is 
welcome!” 

2023 Plant Lookers focused on the West 
Ridge Trail and found a variety of prairie 
and grassland species over the spring and 
summer months. August participants 
located Rudbeckia subtomentosa, which is 
taller and has many 3-lobed leaves to 
distinguish it from the more common  
R. hirta, or Black-eyed Susan. 

KVR Bird Club meets 7 am (8:30 am 
during cold months) the last Saturday of 
the month year round.
Plant Lookers meet second Saturdays at 
9 am, May-September.
Frog Walk Tuesday anticipated start date 
is the second to last Tuesday in March, 
and walks continue until a Tuesday in 
mid-July. 

July Bird Club hikers discovered a scarlet 
tanager nest on the forested Big Valley Trail. 
These tanagers build open-weave nests high 
in the canopy and prefer large tracts of 
mature woods for nesting in order to avoid 
cowbirds laying eggs in their nest.

A bonus: sometimes there are treats – come 
join in! Check the KVR website calendar for 
days and times.

On Frog and Plant Walks, Bird Club hikes, participants learn with and from each 
other about the natural world. 
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Staff Appreciation Dinner 
The Friends board thanked KVR staff at 
the annual Staff Appreciation Dinner, held 
at the Visitor Center Aug. 23. Friends give a 
big “Thank You” to the folks that make the 
Reserve happen on a daily basis.

The KVR depends on volunteers to help with a myriad of activities. These include every-
thing from gardening to serving at events to helping out at Dam Challenge. Meeting new 
people? creative activities? leading a hike? working with 
kids? baking? – there’s something you’re good at and  
like to do. Share your skills; it’s a great way to make 
new friends, and learn about something new and 
maybe discover a wonder of nature you’ve never 
noticed before. 

To be directed to the person in charge of the activity that suits you, contact the Reserve at 
(608) 625-2960. 

What’s Your Favorite Thing to Do?



Friends of the Kickapoo Valley Reserve
S3661 State Hwy 131
La Farge, WI 54639

(608) 625-2960

kickapoofriends.org

Friends Connection 
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Pasta Supper!
Friday, Oct. 6, 5-8 pm
Homemade specialties: Sicilian pasta sauce, crusty 
bread, green salad and desserts from Driftless bakers. 
Gluten-free and vegetarian options available.

$12 adults one trip, $14 adults two trips  
$7 children under 12

All are welcome! 

Kickapoo Valley Reserve Visitor Center,  
S3661 State Highway 131, La Farge 

Sponsored by Friends of Kickapoo Valley Reserve

It’s not too early for Christmas shopping, and 
never too early to buy yourself a treat – visit 
the Friends’ gift shop at KVR headquarters 
for lots of possibilities. 

Additions include new short and long-
sleeved women’s T-shirts, cups with the KVR 
emblem, and more jewelry by local artists.

Look for stamped wood pieces, made by  
La Farge High School students, featuring 
items seen at the Reserve like maple leaves, 
pine cones and snowflakes. These sold like 
hot cakes last year and are perfect for hanging 
on the tree, as a necklace – wherever!

Shop for gifts when the headquarters is open.

New in the Gift Shop


